In the 'Introduction' (pp. 11-18), D. Rudolph notes that, for some Jewish Christians:
The realisation that Yeshua is the Messiah of Israel, the one foretold by the prophets of Israel, is often followed by a second life-transforming realisation: that the God of Israel calls Jews who follow the Jewish Messiah to remain Jews and become better Jews in keeping with his eternal purposes. (p. 11) Rudolph argues that Messianic Judaism is the bridge between the Jewish people and the church, and as such, it helps the church to better understand its origin and identity (p. 14). In addition, there is an ecclesiological reason why the church should concern itself with Messianic Judaism: The church is intended to be a body of Jews and Gentiles. He also outlines how Gentile Christians should come alongside the Messianic Jewish community and assist them. Rudolph also rightly emphasises the Jewishness of Jesus compared to the widespread tendency to think that the Son of God left behind his humanity:
To love Jesus is to love him in the fullness of his divinity and humanity, and being a Jew is fundamental to his humanity. As Paul said, 'Remember Yeshua the Messiah, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel' (2 Tm 2:8). • J. The instructive volume closes with a summary of the chapters (pp. 295-313) and a conclusion (pp. 315-319) by Willitts. Each chapter closes with suggestions for further reading. The volume offers a wealth of easily accessible information, provides in its first part a fine introduction to Messianic Judaism and indicates how the New Testament can and should be interpreted with a fresh post-supersessionist perspective.
